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Objectives

üSetting the stage for the day 

ÁClORPT

ÁSoil Survey changes

ÁImportance and complexity of Soils! 
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INTRO Pictures

What is soil?

üThe unconsolidated mineral or organic 
material on the immediate surface of the 
earth that serves as a natural medium for 
the growth of land plants. 

NRCS
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Hans Jenny

ü1941: soil is open system, properties are functionally 

related; system changes when property(ies) change(s).

üJennyôs CLORPT equation

s = ä (cl, o, r, p, t)

Soil Forming Factors

Soil = CLORPT

üClimate

üOrganisms/Biota

üRelief (Topography)

üParent Material;

üTime (Stability)
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Climate

Climate: Precipitation

http://www.nefb.org/ag-ed/
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Climate: Frost Free Days

Climate Resiliency 2012 and 2015
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Living Organisms

Organisms
üVegetation

ÁPrairie

ÁTrees

üCritters that mix the soil

ÁPrairie dogs, gophers

ÁWorms and all the bugs

üMore organisms in a spoonful of soil than 

humans living today
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Living Soil


